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One evening a wise old Cherokee man told his grandson about a battle that goes on inside people.  He said, “My son, the battle is between two wolves inside us all. One is Evil. It is anger, envy, jealousy, sorrow, regret, greed, arrogance, self-pity, guilt, resentment, inferiority, lies, false pride, superiority, and ego. The other is Good. It is joy, peace, love, hope, serenity, humility, kindness, benevolence, empathy, generosity, truth, compassion and faith.” 
The grandson thought about this for a minute and then asked his grandfather: “Which wolf wins?”

The grandfather simply replied, “The one you feed.”

If there is an area of spiritual blindness that modern society excels in it is this: we have turned greed into a virtue. Instead of starving greed, we feed it. The desire to acquire more and more of things that we don’t really need has taken over to such an extent that our economy now depends upon it. We no longer disparage greed. We nurture it and make it part of our daily lives. Our tabloid news papers and programs are beside themselves with joy when someone like Tiger Woods is found guilty of sexual sins. Everyone wants to hear about it and stand in judgment. Unless something additional like theft is involved, however, we never see a greedy person become front page news just because he or she is greedy. The greedy are praised and commended for good business sense!
It is human nature to be selfish and to look to material things for security. Proverbs warns us:
Do not wear yourself out to get rich; 
have the wisdom to show restraint. 

Cast but a glance at riches, and they are gone, 
for they will surely sprout wings 
 and fly off to the sky like an eagle. Proverbs 23:5-5 
Job defends himself before his friends stating what to him was obvious. If “I had put my trust in gold or said to pure gold, 'You are my security,' or rejoiced over my great wealth, the fortune my hands had gained” then “I would have been unfaithful to God on high.”


Jesus warns us very strongly against greed. We have forgotten that warning. He said, “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 
Added to this teaching that we can all clearly understand is a proverb that for us is somewhat mysterious unless we know the context. It is this: “The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are good, your whole body will be full of light. But if your eyes are bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light within you is darkness, how great is that darkness!” This proverb also refers to greed. It is based on a 1st century biological understanding of the way vision works. 
In the 1st century it was believed that everyone had a light inside of them. Light shone out of a person’s eyes, not the other way around. That is how a person could see. When a person died, the light faded from their eyes. Everyone knew that. A blind person did not have a problem with the eyes, which were basically just windows. A person who was blind did not have a working inner light. This was a disturbing concept, leading some to conclude that there was something deeply spiritually wrong with blind people. (You may remember on another occasion Jesus was asked by his disciples about a man blind from birth. They wanted to know who sinned—the man or his parents.) If an individual’s eyes were “good” his or her whole body was full of light. But “good” in this context also had another meaning. Eyes that were good saw the world and others with an attitude of benevolence and generosity. Bad eyes were selfish and greedy. Once again, this probably comes from an intuitive observation. We know that we can tell a lot about a person by their eyes. A greedy person may therefore “have a light” and thus not be blind, but if their light is darkness, how great is that darkness! Jesus concluded his proverb by telling us clearly, “No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money.” We, of course, attempt to do that all the time.
It is unfortunately much easier for us to trust in something we can see and touch, than it is to trust in God. Our problem is balance. We don’t have it. We are fearful creatures and always worried we won’t have enough. In Jesus’ day it was understood that greed was a sin against one’s neighbor, because one person could not have too much unless another had too little. There was only so much to go around. While we want to argue with this, globally it is what happens. The rich nations live off the backs of the poor ones.
If we could shrink the Earth's population to a village of exactly 100 people, with all the existing human ratios remaining the same, it would look like this:
· 57 Asians 

· 21 Europeans 

· 14 from the Western Hemisphere, both north and south and
· 8 Africans 
There would be:
· 52 females and
· 48 males 
Of that:
· 70 would be non-whites and
· 30 whites 

· 70 non-Christians 

· 30 Christians 

· 89 heterosexuals 

· 11 homosexuals 

· 80 people would live in substandard housing 

· 70 would be unable to read 

· 50 would suffer from malnutrition 

· 1 would be near death 

· 1 would be near birth 

· 1 would have a college education 

· 1 would own a computer
It is not hard to see how fortunate we are. And the fact is, we did nothing to deserve our good fortune. We could just as easily have been born poor and living in India. 
Most of the time our desire is to forget these facts. Otherwise, we’ll just spend all our time feeling guilty, right? But to whom much has been given, much is demanded. We are blessed. What God wants from us is not constant guilt, but all-encompassing generosity. As we look to God to provide for us, we can also look to God to provide through us. Isn’t it wonderful that we can be an answer to prayer? By loosening our grip on our possessions we are able to open our hearts, homes and wallets to others in need. We can actually make a difference.
Of course we can also choose to live as the world lives, in a state of constant discontent, always looking to one more material thing to bring us happiness. We can spend so much time and energy getting and keeping money, that not only do we turn our backs on God’s children in need, we also turn our backs on what makes our own lives worthwhile in and of themselves.
A man came home from work late as he did every day. He was ambitious, trying to get ahead in the company and make his mark. He wanted to buy a bigger home for his family, a bigger and better car. He wanted to give them all the material blessings of life. This particular night he was more tired and irritated than usual. His 5-year old son was waiting for him at the door.
“Daddy,” the son asked, “can I ask you a question?”
“Yeah sure, what it is?” replied the man.
“Daddy, how much money do you make an hour?”

“That's none of your business, replied the man angrily. “Why would you ask such a thing?” 

“I just want to know, said the little boy. “Please tell me, how much do you make an hour?”

The father said, “Well if you must know, I make $50 an hour.”

“Oh,” the little boy replied, with his head down. Then he said, “Daddy, may I please borrow $25?”

The father was furious, “If the only reason you asked is so you can borrow some money to buy a silly toy or some other nonsense, then you march yourself straight to your room and go to bed and think about why you are being so selfish. I don't work hard every day to waste my money.” The little boy quietly went to his room and shut the door. 
The man sat down and started to get even angrier about the little boy's questions. How dare he ask such questions only to get some money? After about an hour or so, the man had calmed down and started to think: Maybe there was something he really needed to buy with that $25.00 and he really didn't ask for money very often. The man went to the door of the little boy's room and opened the door. “Are you asleep, son?” he asked.

“No daddy, I'm awake,” replied the boy.
“I've been thinking, maybe I was too hard on you earlier” said the man. “It's been a long day and I took out my aggravation on you. Here's the $25 you asked for.”

The little boy sat straight up, smiling. “Oh, thank you daddy!” he yelled. Then, reaching under his pillow he pulled out some crumpled up bills. The man saw that the boy already had money and started to get angry again. The little boy slowly counted out his money, and then looked up at his father.
“Why do you want more money if you already have some?” the father grumbled.
“Because I didn't have enough, but now I do,” the little boy replied. “Daddy, I have $50 now. Can I buy an hour of your time? Please come home early tomorrow. I would like to have dinner with you.”

The father was crushed. He put his arms around his little son, and he begged for his forgiveness.
Greed is a trap. The more we feed it, the more insatiable it becomes. To walk in the joy of God’s freedom we must starve greed, and feed generosity and gratitude. There are far more important things in life than money. Amen.
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