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Consecration Sunday

Giving God Everything
Sermon © Lisa C. Farrell
The Ten Commandments of Modern Business prioritizes a bit differently than God. You may not consciously realize that you know these commandments, but in practice, I’m sure you will recognize them.
1. Thou Shalt Have No Other Life Beside Work.
2. Thou Shalt Not Download Any Craven Images.
3. Thou Shalt Not Take the Name of The Manager Thy God in Vain.
4. Remember the Sabbath Day to Work and Keep it Holy.
5. Honor Thy Punctuality and Confidentiality Agreements.
6. Thou Shalt Not Kill Time.
7. Thou Shalt Not Commit Adultery On Office Furniture or Equipment.
8. Thou Shalt Not Steal Thy Employer's Yellow Sticky-Notes.
9. Thou Shalt Not Wantonly Photocopy Thy Posterior.
10. Thou Shalt Not Covet Thy Neighbor's Cubicle, Thy Neighbor's Stapler, Nor Thy Neighbor's Three-Hole Punch. 
Some employers just seem to want everything from their employees, don’t they? Workers are not allowed to have a life outside of work. I know people who have actually heard this:
What do you mean you broke your leg? 
Does that mean you’re not coming in?
You’re running a fever of 104? 
But you’re going to get those reports done by tomorrow, right?
God wants everything too, but God gives us more than a headache and a paycheck in return.


Most of us are familiar with the promise and challenge of Malachi we read this morning: “Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this,” says the LORD Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will not be room enough to store it.” The people at that time were no different from us. They were afraid that if they gave what they were supposed to give, they wouldn’t have enough for themselves. But God didn’t ask people to give a tenth of their grain so it could sit and rot. Food was collected to feed two groups—the priests and their families, and the poor. If the people withheld their offerings both of these groups suffered. Human nature being what it is, it is likely that the poor would have suffered the most because the priests probably took their cut first. The challenge from God was direct. Be generous, and you will see how generous I am to you. Provide for others, and I will provide for you.

When people are challenged about the way they spend their money they generally respond with hostility. It hits a raw nerve. What we do is to go to great lengths to avoid the subject. What Jesus did was aim straight for the nerve and hammer it. Jesus told a number of parables regarding money. In fact, proportionally speaking, Jesus spoke about money a lot. He directly confronted all of the sinful thoughts and behavior associated with money—greed, selfishness, covetousness and fear. Jesus knew that fear of economic insecurity, greed and envy are obstacles that choke our spiritual life. Money itself may be neutral, but our attitude towards it can destroy us. 

The two parables we read this morning both concern money from different angles. They may have been grouped together just because they were on the same theme. The second parable is the most well known: “No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.” This is a foundational truth. The one we serve is the Lord. Money is merely a tool. The first parable, on the other hand, is about being proved trustworthy in both the material and the spiritual realm. The Ten Commandments of Modern Business aside, a good strategy for any employer with a new employee is to test his or her reliability by first giving a small assignment. If the person performs well in small tasks, more responsibility can be given over time. If he or she turns out to be a crook, they’re out the door. The same is true in the spiritual realm, and in that place where Spirit meets plaster and plumbing—the Church. A good steward will be rewarded with more. If we are wise and responsible stewards, not self-indulgent, but generous with what we have, we will be given more responsibility and more resources to meet the growing needs. At Penn Wynne Presbyterian if we are faithful with what God gives us, neither hoarding nor squandering, then God will increase both our ministry and the finances we need to accomplish that ministry. But if we hold back, if we deny God what is God’s, then we will fail to accomplish the work we are called to do, and our ministry here will decrease. The more we give, the more we will have. It is a spiritual principle.
The Church is a body. Each one of us has a part to play. Each one of us makes material contributions that are combined and used in God’s service, and believe it or not, this includes paying the PECO bill and salaries and the upkeep of the building. We can’t be so heavenly minded that we’re no earthly use. We are not, obviously, all equally financially blessed, but it is important that we all give generously and proportionally to God. This is for our good. If is for our own spiritual health, because all of us, rich, poor and in-between, have problems hanging on to money. We all fear. We all hoard. We all need to pry our fingers off of the bank account. Some may have a lot to give and others only a widow’s mite. It doesn’t matter. The spiritual principle is the same. And in addition to this, each one of us, regardless of financial status, has gifts to bring to the table in God’s service. There is not a single person here who does not have something to contribute. And fortunately, we don’t all bring the same thing. God made us to complement one another. Paul says in Romans: “For just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. 
· If your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your faith; 
· if it is serving, then serve; 
· if it is teaching, then teach; 
· if it is to encourage, then give encouragement; 
· if it is giving, then give generously; 
· if it is to lead, do it diligently; 
· if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully. (Romans 12: 4-8)
Here’s a true story from the annals of history of how God works: In the latter part of the 17th century, a German preacher named August Francke founded an orphanage. One day when Francke was desperately in need of funds to carry on his work, a destitute Christian widow came to his door begging for a ducat—a gold coin. Because of his financial situation, he politely but regretfully told her he couldn’t help her. The woman began to weep. Moved by her tears, Francke asked her to wait while he went to his room to pray. After seeking God’s guidance, he felt that the Holy Spirit wanted him to give a ducat to the woman, even though this would wipe him out financially. Trusting the Lord to meet his own needs, he gave her the money. Two mornings later, he received a letter of thanks from the widow. She explained that because of his generosity she had asked the Lord to shower the orphanage with gifts. Her gift to him, the only gift she had, was prayer. She exercised that gift. That same day Francke received 12 ducats from a wealthy lady and 2 more from a friend in Sweden. While he was thanking God for this incredible provision, God was not done. A short time later Franke received the news that the orphanage was going to receive 500 gold pieces from the estate of Prince Lodewyk Van Wurtenburg. By totally trusting God and giving sacrificially to provide for a desperate widow, whose only gift she had to return to him was prayer, the orphanage was provided for beyond measure. 

Today is Consecration Sunday. Some of you may already have your pledge cards filled out. There are also fresh ones in the bulletins. At the time in which we take up our offering this morning we will have an additional time of consecration during which we all have an opportunity to prayerfully meditate and fill in our cards. If you are a member or a faithful attender here I encourage you to ask God what proportion of your income God wants you to give in the next year to God’s work in this place. You don’t have to do this, but as a spiritual discipline it is good to do this. Everyone here, however, visitors, members and regulars alike, can fill out the other type of pledge card in the bulletin—the pledge of time, talent, prayer and faithful service. These apply wherever we are. When you are done, fold them both—the blue pledge cards and the yellow slips. While they will be received with the offering the counters will not look at them. Only our financial secretary Jenny Lewandowski will see your financial pledge cards, and only I will see your spiritual pledge cards.

As we consecrate ourselves afresh to God’s service, God reminds us not to fear. In the words of Malachi: Test me in this,” says the LORD Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will not be room enough to store it.” If we give everything to God, God will bless us abundantly with everything we need. Amen.
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