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“God Revealed”
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A Kindergarten teacher was observing her classroom of children while they were drawing. She would occasionally walk around to see each child's work. As she got to one little girl who was working diligently, she asked what the drawing was. 

The girl replied, “I'm drawing God.” 

The teacher paused for a moment and said, “But no one knows what God looks like.”
Without missing a beat or looking up from her drawing, the little girl replied, “They will in a minute.”  

This is our final week in our series in Exodus. We have traveled with Moses since his birth, and now we come to a close. God revealed God’s self to Moses to a degree that was unparalleled. At that point in history only Moses was privileged to enter God’s presence directly and to speak freely and openly. His one burning concern was that God would continue to be present, not just with him, but with the people. Moses said to God, “If you are pleased with me, teach me your ways so I may know you and continue to find favor with you,” and added, “Remember that this nation is your people.” The Lord reassured him, “My Presence will go with you, and I will give you rest,” to which Moses responded that if this were ever to be not the case, he didn’t want to go. Then the LORD said to Moses, “I will do the very thing you have asked, because I am pleased with you and I know you by name.” 
We would think this would be enough. To hear God so clearly and to have such a close relationship would be incredible, but Moses dared to ask for one more thing. He said, “Now show me your glory.” This was a way of asking God to show God’s face, not hidden by the cloud or anything else. Now that is chutzpah! Of course Moses was asking the impossible, because God is spirit, not matter. But these were ancient times, and people did not think in that way. Moses truly expected that he would be able to see God. What Moses really desired, however, was assurance that not only was God real, God would not abandon him or the people. Moses was very aware of the fact that God had not been particularly happy about the golden calf.
God granted the spirit if not the letter of Moses’ request, once more accommodating God’s self to human limitations. God said, “you cannot see my face, for no one may see me and live.” This is an interesting contradiction of the earlier story when the elders and Moses dined with God, but as I said when I preached on that text, who knows in what way God revealed God’s self. Moses was asking for something deeper. Moses wanted the real thing. 
The real thing that Moses wanted to “see” was the character of God. Can God be trusted? Will God be there when a time of crisis hits? The Lord responded to this need by saying, “I will cause all my goodness to pass in front of you, and I will proclaim my name, Yahweh, in your presence.” Then God said, “There is a place near me where you may stand on a rock. When my glory passes by, I will put you in a cleft in the rock and cover you with my hand until I have passed by. Then I will remove my hand and you will see my back; but my face must not be seen.” And so in a deeply mystical way that we cannot really understand, God was revealed to Moses.
Moses asked God to reveal God’s self. Philip asked Jesus for the same thing. Philip said to Jesus “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.” Inside the heart of every human is a thirst for something more. We long to be united with God in a pure and unhindered way.

Perhaps Philip was looking for the kind of mystical experience that Moses had. But instead Jesus answered: “Don't you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?”
Moses saw the revelation of God, but Jesus IS the revelation of God.

 Jesus and the disciples were staunch monotheists. In no way was Jesus saying, “I am a god.” Jesus was saying something much harder to grasp than that. He was saying that he in his very person was the face of God. If you want to know what God is like, Jesus said, look at me. There couldn’t be a clearer and more accessible visual aid than the incarnation of God in human form.

God is infinite and all powerful. God extends beyond space and time. God is beyond all human capacity for understanding. But God has always made accommodations for our limited human nature. Like bridges to understanding we are given pictures that represent something far deeper. The greatest bridge of all is the incarnation. That God should be able to remain the God who is running the universe at the same time that a part of God became incarnate as a human being is, of course, the biggest stumbling block to Christian faith. It makes no sense to us. What we are being asked to accept is a paradox. How can God be in two places at once? How can God talk to God? 

There are glimpses of the multiple nature of God in the Old Testament. In creation the Spirit of God moves over the waters. In Genesis God says, Let us make humanity in our own image.” I don’t think we can assume that that is a “royal we.” In Isaiah God says, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” Even the shema, the most central confession of Jewish faith which says, “Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is one Lord” includes diversity, because the word for “one” is echad, which means unity, not solitariness. Echad is the word used to describe a husband and wife becoming “one” in marriage. The fact is, we presume way too much when we presume to understand God. The way God manifests God’s self is a mystery. 

But why should God reveal God’s self in human form? This is the good news we celebrate at Christmas! So often Christians fast-forward to the death and resurrection of Jesus, as if the incarnation were just something to get out of the way. He had to be both God and man so he could die for us. Period. Because we don’t stop to think about it we focus on being forgiven through the cross, not healed through the incarnation. 
As I was pondering why God would take on human form, an analogy came to my mind. It goes back to the ancient Christian understanding that unless God takes on our human nature, God cannot repair the damage. The picture that came to me was that of cancer. Cancer develops when something at a foundational level goes wrong, and the body starts overproducing abnormal cells. When a patient has leukemia, a cancer of the blood, his or her own bone marrow is defective and is the source of the abnormal cells. To cure this disease a radical treatment has been developed in which the patient’s own bone marrow and immune system are destroyed. At that point a bone marrow transplant is given. The match must be darn near perfect to prevent rejection. A close family member is good. An identical twin is best. Once the new bone marrow takes hold it grows and spreads, and in place of disease there is health. There is, of course, a catch for the donor. Giving bone marrow is very painful.
God loves us so much that God was willing to take on the pain of becoming human to fix us. But we don’t have to accept the treatment. We can choose to die. And if we do accept the treatment we have to be willing to undergo a different kind of death, a purging of our destructive nature so that a new healthy nature may take its place. We have to be willing to let go of compulsive addictions, hatred and fear. We have to let go of extra-marital affairs, pornography and degrading other human beings by turning them into objects. We have to let go of stealing, lying and gossiping. Cruelty and selfishness must have no part in our life. In place of all this disease we must allow to grow the fruit of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. While I can assure you that we you will miss the old way as much as you would miss toxic waste, it is still a choice we all have to make, and dying to self is never easy.
God revealed God’s self to Moses. God has revealed God’s self to us in Jesus Christ. Jesus took on our human nature to cure us of the cancer of sin. We all have it. We were born with it. And according to the type of lifestyle we choose, it can grow rampant. The cure is to replace our diseased foundation with the nature of Christ. But we first have to acknowledge that we have the disease and be willing to undergo treatment. Some people with cancer choose to deny that they have it. They feel fine! Those doctors don’t know what they’re talking about! Of course it catches up. It always does. Cancer, like sin, always leads to death in the end. And the analogy can go even farther than this, because just as doctors prefer to say that someone is in remission as opposed to cured, as long as we are on this earth the possibility of our sinful nature erupting again is always there. It must be kept at bay through the vigilance of a close walk with God. An alcoholic stays sober by always remembering how bad it was and seeking God’s grace for today. A man who almost lost his family when his eye started roving outside of marriage must keep that dreadful consequence close to mind. We’re never entirely cured this side of heaven. But we can live in freedom from the disease of sin. 
How do we become free? We become free and we stay free by saying “yes” to Jesus. Yes, you became incarnate to fix me. Yes, I turn my will and my life over to you. I ask you into my life. I ask you to repair the cracked foundation my life is based on and heal the damage I have done. I ask you to make me the person I was created to be.
If you have never said “Yes” to Jesus in this way before, I invite you to do so now. If you have said “Yes” but like a cancer sin has begun to grow strong in you again, I invite you to give your life back to him. Jesus is God revealed on earth. He took on human nature to show us what God is like, and to save us from ourselves. Amen.
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