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It may have escaped your attention, but Great Britain recently revoked the United States’ independence. Of course the British are wordy, so I’ve had to do a bit of editing on the Notice of Revocation I found on the internet. Here is a brief synopsis:
To the citizens of the United States of America, we hereby give notice of the revocation of your independence, effective today. Her Sovereign Majesty Queen Elizabeth II will resume monarchical duties over all states, commonwealths and other territories - except for Utah, a Mormon state, which she does not fancy. Your new prime minister, The Right Honourable David Cameron, MP will appoint a minister for America without the need for further elections. Congress and the Senate will be disbanded. A questionnaire will be circulated next year to determine whether any of you noticed. 

To aid in your transition to a British Crown Dependency, the following rules are introduced with immediate effect: 
1. The letter 'U' will be reinstated in words such as 'favour' and 'neighbour'. Skipping the letter 'U' is nothing more than laziness on your part. 

2. You will learn to distinguish between English and Australian accents. It really isn't that hard. 

3. Hollywood will be required to at least occasionally cast British actors to play British characters. 

4. Those of you brave enough will, in time, be allowed to play rugby which is similar to American “football” but does not involve stopping for a
rest every twenty seconds or wearing full kevlar body armour like a bunch of wussies. 

5. You will no longer be allowed to own or carry guns. You will no longer be
allowed to own or carry anything more dangerous in public than a vegetable peeler. Because we don't believe you are sensible enough to handle potentially dangerous items you will require a permit if you wish to carry a vegetable peeler in public. 

6. You will learn to make real chips. Those things you call French fries are not real chips. Fries aren't even French, they are Belgian. Those things you insist on calling potato chips are properly called crisps. 

7. July 4th will no longer be a public holiday. Fireworks must be saved for Guy Fawkes Day celebrated on November 5th. Guy Fawkes attempted to blow up the houses of Parliament in 1605 and Guy Fawkes Day celebrates the occasion of his being hanged, drawn and quartered. You get to build a bonfire and burn an effigy of him too. Yes, we are morbid. Get used to it. 
Finally, please note that tax collectors from Her Majesty's Government will be with you shortly to ensure the acquisition of all revenues due backdated to 1776.



Have you ever wondered what would have happened if the American Revolution had failed? For starters, George Washington would be vilified and Benedict Arnold would be a hero. We’d all be driving on the left side of the road and drinking tea. Beer would be served warm and be strong enough to knock you into next week. Everyone would play football, only it would be soccer. And all mommies would be called mummy, not to be confused with long deceased people wrapped in bandages. All this and more would no doubt be the case if America had never become independent.

The 4th of July is a time of patriotism, a time that we celebrate our independence and extol what is good about our nation. It’s a day we tend to get idealistic and sentimental. Patriotism like this is not wrong, but it should always have its limits. Neither Great Britain nor the United States of America is perfect. Both have perpetrated huge injustices against groups and nations. The United States government in its various stages of development has behaved criminally and brutally towards Native American and African American peoples, as well as towards Japanese Americans during World War II. While we can be grateful for the good in our nation, we must also remain self-critical and vigilant. Sin is a universal human trait. It is found in every nation. America the beautiful is not America the perfect.

Peter spoke to the early Christians addressing them as foreigners and exiles. Christians were without political power for centuries. They had no rights. From the middle of the first century on Christianity was increasingly persecuted. Peter urged believers to submit “for the Lord’s sake to every human authority: whether to the emperor, as the supreme authority, or to governors, who are sent by him to punish those who do wrong and to commend those who do right.” Peter was speaking of being law-biding in the ordinary sense, in order to silence all of the nasty gossip and rumors being circulated about Christians. This was before Christianity itself was outlawed, when to submit to the authorities would mean denying Christ.
As Christians we also live as citizens of nations, but our primary citizenship is not of this earth. The eternal city of God prophesied in Psalm 46 transcends all nations in space and time. “Nations are in uproar,” says the psalmist, “kingdoms fall . . . the earth melts.”. . . but, “The LORD Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. God is the one who will one day make wars cease. God is the one who says, “Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth.” When we look at our nation in the context of history, it’s like the blink of an eye. I’m sure that the Babylonians and the ancient Romans believed that their civilizations were the pinnacle of human progress and would last forever too. Nothing lasts forever. Kingdoms will fall. Only God can one day make wars to cease. 
Americans have an unfortunate tendency to claim favored child status. God likes us best. That’s why we’re a world superpower. Our founders were Christians. We’re special. We’re unique. God shed God’s grace on us. We even have a song about it! Our prosperity is further proof, that and the fact that we have more missiles than anybody else. We’re sure that the Polish people probably think God likes them best, and the Irish are convinced that they’re special. Heaven only knows the Saudis and the Israelis both claim to be God’s one and only favorite, but we know best. America is IT.
Now let’s be realistic. Many of our founders were Christians, but many were also deists who believed in a god who made the world and then walked away. And a lot of these men owned slaves. They were far from perfect. Neither Moses nor Jesus signed the Declaration of Independence. God may have shed God’s grace on America, but God’s grace is also extended to other nations. It has furthermore been pointed out that the motto of this country is “life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness,” whereas the call of Christ upon our lives is to take up our cross and follow him. 
We can give thanks for our many blessings on July 4th. We can honor those who serve in the military, putting themselves at great personal risk, but we need to keep our feet solidly on the ground when we are waving that flag. Yes, this is a wonderful nation. But because of our freedoms we’re also one of the most materialistic nations in the world. Because of our military power, we must constantly be on our guard against pride and arrogance.
Lee Greenwood sings a song most of us know called “Proud to Be an American.” Greenwood says:
And I’m proud to be an American,
where at least I know I’m free.
And I won’t forget the men who died,
who gave that right to me.

And I gladly stand up,
next to you and defend her still today.
‘ Cause there ain’t no doubt I love this land,
God bless the USA.
We have political freedoms here that many around the world do not have. We have economic possibilities that many parts of the world do not offer. But freedom, true freedom, does not come in this form. True freedom is freedom from sin, freedom from fear, from bondage, from judgment. True freedom comes through the cross. And while we do have a responsibility to be good citizens here on earth, we must always remember that our true citizenship is in heaven. Amen. 
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