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Why God Sent Jesus
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This story has absolutely nothing to do with the sermon whatsoever, but we did just celebrate Thanksgiving, and I’m sorry, I just couldn’t resist it. 

A minister was asked to Thanksgiving dinner by one of his parishioners who he knew was an unkempt housekeeper. When he sat down at the table, he noticed that the dishes were the dirtiest that he had ever seen in his life. 
“Were these dishes ever washed?” he asked his hostess, running his fingers over the grit and grime. 
She replied, “They're as clean as soap and water could get them.”

He felt a bit apprehensive, but blessed the food anyway and started eating. It was really delicious and he said so, despite the dirty dishes.
When dinner was over, the hostess took the dishes outside and shouted, “Here Soap! Here Water!” 

All right, so maybe there’s a tenuous link. God sent Jesus to cleanse us from sin. God’s method, however, was a bit different. No dogs involved.
“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” These familiar words are read every year around this time. As Thanksgiving overlaps with Advent they are very appropriate, because what we have to be most thankful for is the child that was born to be our savior.  

The passage we read from Colossians today is a packed theological statement. It is basically a confession of faith, one of the earliest creeds of the church. It says everything there is to say about Jesus and the plan of salvation. There are six main points.

FIRST, Jesus is the image of the invisible God. No one has ever seen God, but if we want to know what God is like, we just have to look at Jesus. What was a priority to Jesus is a priority to God. Jesus cared about what was on the inside of a person, not the outer trappings. What Jesus hated—injustice and hypocrisy—God hates. Who Jesus tenderly cared for—the poor, the sick, those rejected by society and children, God cares for. If we want to see the nature of God, we only need to read the gospels and watch Jesus in action.

SECOND, Jesus is the firstborn over all creation. Jesus pre-existed the created world. “In him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities.” There is a lot of confusion about exactly what these terms meant to Paul. Some think he was referring to an angelic hierarchy. The same list is used in several places in the New Testament. It is also possible he was referring to the invisible spiritual realm and the physical material world at the same time. Thrones are kings. What the NIV calls “powers” comes from the word kurios for “lord” or master. Jesus was called kurios by his followers, but the word was also used for Caesar, and as an ordinary term of respect. It could mean a local dominion or lordship. Rulers, or archai, are regional managers. What the NIV translates as “authorities” is more often translated “powers” and refers to authority in the abstract. There does not appear to be a hierarchical logic to this list. The point seems to be that any and all authority, spiritual or temporal, could not exist were it not for the fact that the world was made through Christ who imprinted the very concept of authority on the universe. 

THIRD, Jesus was before all things and in him all things hold together or consist. Jesus is the connector. Without the part of the trinity that is Jesus the world would fly apart. It would not have any cohesion. When we stop and think about it this is an amazing statement. From a human perspective we tend to think of Jesus as a man, but Jesus was far more than a man.

FOURTH, Jesus is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy, or the first place. Jesus was raised from death to eternal life first, so that we might be able to follow him.

FIFTH, we are told that, “God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him.” The trinity is a very hard concept to grasp, but Jesus, although human, had the fullness of God within him. 
The SIXTH and final statement of faith is the purpose for which Jesus became incarnate in the first place. Jesus pre-existed his body, but he took on human flesh “to reconcile to himself all things whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.” The word for “reconcile” in Greek is emphatic. It is to reconcile completely. The structure of “all things to himself” in Greek is also emphatic. Jesus completely reconciles everything and everyone to himself. What things? Everything on earth belongs to the material realm, and everything in heaven belongs to the spiritual realm. Jesus came to accomplish complete reconciliation and peace through a shocking and unexpected vehicle—the cross. This is the reason God sent Jesus into the world.
Most people in our culture today just don’t “get it” why Jesus should have to die for our sins. Can’t God just forgive us? What’s the big deal? We live in a relativistic world. There are few if any absolutes. Everything appears to be up for negotiation. In our world it would be the Ten Suggestions not the Ten Commandments. Unfortunately for us, we are using the wrong form of law as a model. We think that sin is like breaking a state or federal law. Manmade laws can be changed and they differ from place to place. Yes they’re important, but the judge has a lot of discretionary powers when it comes to passing sentence. Using our laws as a model we know from experience that they can be set aside at will. People who are guilty can be pardoned. But spiritual law is not like human manmade law. Spiritual law is more like natural law. According to natural law I will always reap what I sow. If I jump off a cliff I will get squashed when I hit the bottom. It’s a non-negotiable. There’s nothing personal or vindictive about this. The law of gravity isn’t out to get me. It just can’t be argued with or waived on occasion. It’s woven in to the structure of the universe. In the less visible spiritual or moral world of actions, if I get angry and say a lot of hurtful things to a family member, I can’t suck the words back in. The damage is done. The damage is also real. I may not have broken a bone, but I could have broken a heart or a spirit. Sin always causes harm, real harm. Often we think that there are no consequences for our sin because we can’t physically see the consequences. But just because something is invisible to the naked eye, doesn’t mean it isn’t there. In the spiritual world there is cause and there is effect just like there is in the natural world. What Jesus did was to directly intervene in the spiritual law of cause and effect, taking the effect upon himself. The cost had to be paid somewhere. It was a non-negotiable. Jesus paid it.
It is the time of year to give thanks for our many blessings. It is also Advent, the time to look forward and to celebrate the coming of Jesus into the world. Both things truly do belong together. We have much to be thankful for, most of all for God sending Jesus! Amen.
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